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History and experience have both
proved that the man who has truly
been called of God to preach the
gospel of Jesus Christ is often
considered to be a strange and
enigmatic man. One might even call
him eccentric. To be true to the
nature of the call, the preacher
steps outside of the mainstream
thinking of the world.
     Because the man of God is in
such a unique position, he comes to
find that he is loved and hated for
the exact same reason. He has one
message to proclaim: Jesus Christ
and Him crucified! Some people 

bringing Spurgeon's book back to
modern readers in a fresh and
updated form. I, for one, am very
thankful for it, and I pray that you
are as well. May you read it to your
profit, and grow in your
appreciation for The Eccentric
Preacher.

come to love him for it, and
others are determined to hate
him.
     Would to God that He would
raise up true preachers of the
Word who are willing to be fools
for the sake of their Master. May
they stand in the long line of
eccentric preachers who have
faithfully served the Lord…This is
certainly the heart of the Prince of
Preachers that comes bursting
forth in the book that you see on
this page.
     Ron Metheny has done a great
service for the people of God by

Foreword (condensed) to the newly
updated and annotated edition of
Charles Spurgeon’s “Eccentric
Preachers” (Aneko Press).

The Solid Rock Baptist Church
Benton, KY
Spring, 2024

Pastor Kyle Reeder

APPRECIATION
FOR THE
ECCENTRIC
PREACHER
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Photograp: Abandoned Grass Valley Methodist Church, Oregon.

DID YOU KNOW?…

On the evening of May 23, 1850,
recognizing that death was near, Jacob
Gruber requested friends and family to
all gather around his bed and safely see
him off by singing the chorus of “On
Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand”: 

I am bound for the promised land, 
I am bound for the promised land; 
oh, who will come and go with me? 
I am bound for the promised land.

“I Am Bound
for the
Promised
Land!”
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QUOTABLE
QUOTES
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Compiled by Ron Metheny



SOURCE (Above): Charles Spurgeon, “Eccentric Preachers (Updated Edition),” p. 111

The slavery of custom is as hard and
crushing as any other form of human
bondage, and blessed is he who for the
truth's sake refuses to wear the
annoying chain, preferring rather to be
charged with peculiarity and put up
with ridicule.

—Charles Spurgeon, “Eccentric
Preachers (Updated Edition),” p. 6

To say the least, it is remarkable that
eccentricity and usefulness often go
together. As it turns out, these
extremely eccentric people, who are so
frequently condemned, have
nevertheless been among the most
useful men of their times.

—Charles Spurgeon, “Eccentric
Preachers (Updated Edition),” p. 40

Judge the preacher if you like, but
please do remember that there is
something better to be done than that,
namely, to get all the good you can out
of him, and pray to his Master to put
more good into him.

—Charles Spurgeon, “Eccentric
Preachers (Updated Edition),” p. 62
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THE ELEVEN
Little-known and interesting facts about the
eleven historic pulpiteers featured in
Charles Spurgeon’s “Eccentric Preachers.”

In 1636 Peters sailed to Massachusetts.
As the stepfather of John Winthrop,
Jr.’s wife, he helped to make
Connecticut a colony through his
connections with the prominent
Winthrop family. He was also one of
the founding board members of
Harvard College (c. 1638).

Taylor may have served as a model for
Herman Melville’s fictional character,
Father Mapple, in his 1851 novel
“Moby Dick.”

The last entry from Brooke’s diary
contains five Bible verses — Isaiah
30:15, John 1:50, Psalm 21:3, Ezekiel
36:11 and Psalm 131:2 — followed by
two enigmatic words: “NEVER
BEFORE.”

HUGH PETERS
(1598–1660)

EDWARD TAYLOR
(1793–1871)

“SQUIRE” EDWARD BROOKE
(1799–1871)
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THE ELEVEN (Continued…)

Hill was on close terms with Edward
Jenner, the pioneer of smallpox
vaccination, and promoted his own
plans to inoculate the various
congregations to which he visited and
preached. He published a tract on the
subject in 1806 at a time when many in
the medical profession refused to
sanction it. John C. Lettsome, an
eminent Quaker physician of the day
wrote to Hill saying:
     “You have done more good than
you imagine; and for everyone you may
have saved by your actual operation,
you have saved ten by your example;
and perhaps, next to Jenner, have been
the means of saving more lives than
any other individual.”

Bray, “the uneducated soul winner,”
was a Bible Christian. The Bible
Christians — also known as Bryanites
after their founder, William Bryan —
were an offshoot of the Methodist
Church. From the start, the Bible
Christians used lady ministers,
including Bryan’s wife Catherine, and
his daughter Mary. Members of this
sect were well aware of the appeal of
female evangelists, especially among
the residents of mining towns in
Cornwall and Devon (England).

For many years, Burgess was an
extremely popular minister in London;
yet, some of his contemporaries
thought “his piety and learning were
alloyed by too much humor and
drollery. In one sermon he declared
that the reason why the descendants of
Jacob were named Israelites was that
God would not have his chosen people
called Jacobites.”

ROWLAND HILL
(1745–1833)

BILLY BRAY
(1794–1868)

DANIEL BURGESS
(1645–1713)
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THE ELEVEN (Continued…)

Berridge was Vicar of Everton, near
Sandy in Bedfordshire. He was a
passionate open-air preacher who
travelled throughout the area and
across the neighbouring counties.
Some historians claim that had he lived
in London, he would have been one of
the most famous preachers that ever
lived. 
     A complaint was once brought
against him, and the bishop sent for
him and reproved him for preaching
“at all hours and on all days.”
     “My lord,” he said modestly, “I
preach only during two seasons.”
     “Which are they, Mr. Berridge?”
     “In season and out of season, my
lord” (cf. 2 Timothy 4:2).

Dawson was a bachelor, though late in
life he made a few attempts to marry,
but without success. When others
spoke of titles, he would pleasantly
style himself a “Bachelor of Arts.”

Wilks was one of the fathers of the
London Missionary Society, the
Evangelical Magazine, the Irish
Evangelical Society, the Bible Society,
and the Religious Tract Society. In fact,
from his great practical wisdom, he
was called upon to be a leader in all
kinds of Christian work.

JOHN BERRIDGE
(1716–1793)

WILLIAM DAWSON
(1733–1841)

MATTHEW WILKS
(1746–1829)
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THE ELEVEN (Continued…)

The deaths of Latimer, Nicholas Ridley
and later Thomas Cranmer – now
known as the Oxford Martyrs of
Anglicanism – during the reign of
Catholic Queen Mary I, are
commemorated in the city of Oxford
by the Victorian-era Martyrs’ Memorial
near the actual execution site, which is
marked by a cross in the pavement of
Broad Street. 
     The memorial was designed by Sir
George Gilbert Scott, one of the most
important architects of the Victorian
era. His design shows Latimer facing
west, his arms crossed on his chest;
Ridley faces east, and Cranmer holds a
Bible while facing north.

David Martin, pastor of the
Fredericktown (Maryland) Methodist
Church, famously published a record
of the “Trial of Rev. Jacob Gruber,
Minister in the Methodist Episcopal
Church, at the March Term, 1819, in
the Frederick County Court, for a
Misdemeanor” (1819). Gruber's trial
took place on account of his having
been arrested in 1818 for preaching a
camp-meeting sermon that was a
strong indictment of slavery; the
official charge was inciting slaves “to
resist the lawful authority of their ...
respective masters and lawful owners.”

HUGH LATIMER
(C. 1487–1555)

JACOB GRUBER
(1778–1850)
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Historical marker at the intersection of Proctor Mill Road (State Road
1588) and J. R. Williams Road near Russellville, KY in Logan County
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MORE
ANECDOTES

Further Tales to Tell about
“Eccentric Preachers”!

DR. ADAM CLARKE and Rev. Richard Watson differed
widely in their views on the eternal Sonship of Christ.
William Dawson was present one evening when this subject
was discussed. He acted the part of moderator; and in the
company where opposite opinions were espoused, he
pleasantly broke off the debate by observing, in reference to
each person: “Dr. Clarke is tall, and Mr. Watson is still
taller; but if the one was placed on the shoulders of the
other, the doctrine of the Sonship, such is its profundity, will
be found deep enough to drown them both.”

—Joseph Beaumont Wakeley, The Heroes of Methodism



THOUGH JACOB Gruber was sometimes severe in his
criticisms of young preachers, he always entertained for
them a fatherly affection, and sought only to correct their
errors. At a certain place he preached in a house that was
occupied part of the day by ministers of another
denomination. The parties had an understanding that they
were not to preach on any disputed points of doctrine, or to
interfere with each other’s sentiments or observances. One
morning a young preacher took the floor, and, forgetful or
regardless of the mutual agreement, attacked Methodism,
and was extremely bitter in his denunciations as well as false
in his representations. His sermon was a caricature of
Methodist doctrines and observances. Gruber was present
and heard him, and was invited at the close of the sermon to
offer the concluding prayer. He accepted the invitation, and
addressed the throne of grace in his usual manner, praying
for the people and for good results of gospel efforts, as well
as for a blessing on the various Christian Churches in the
land. As was customary he also prayed for the preacher,
saying: “Oh Lord, bless the young man who has preached to
us this morning, and grant in mercy to make his heart as
soft as his head, and then he will do some good.”

—W. P. Strickland, The Life of Jacob Gruber

SOME YEARS ago when Rowland Hill (1745–1833) was in
Scotland, he was introduced to an elderly minister,
somewhat resembling himself in piety and eccentricity. The
old man stared closely at him for some time, and eventually
said, “Well, I have been trying to make sense of all the lines
on your face.” “And what do you think?” asked Mr. Hill.
“Why, I am thinking that if the grace of God hadn’t
changed your heart, you would have been one nasty piece of
work.” Mr. Hill laughed heartily and said, “Well, you have
just hit the nail on the head.”

“Oh Lord, bless the young
man who has preached to us
this morning, and grant in
mercy to make his heart as
soft as his head, and then he
will do some good.”
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SQUIRE BROOKE often accosted stone-breakers on the
highway, who seldom received kind words from passers-by.
“Now, John,” he would say as he reined up his horse, “you
have hard work here. You don’t get much for this job.
Religion is a good thing, man. Godliness is profitable to all
things. You must begin to pray, and you will soon get out of
your poverty. Now, John, I will pray for you;” and getting
out of his gig the squire would kneel down on the stone-
heap, heedless of passers-by, and pray until in most of the
cases the stone-breaker’s heart of stone was broken, and the
big tears fell, and the cry for mercy rose; and then slipping a
piece of silver into the poor guy’s hand, and giving a few last
words of loving exhortation, he left him; wondering
whether it was a man or an angel with whom he had met.
     One stone-breaker with whom the squire prayed was
very meagerly dressed, so, after putting a half-crown into
his hand, the squire stripped off his own coat and put it on
his half-naked brother, saying, “I have two coats with me
today, and I will give you one;” and we may be sure that
counsels and prayers, sustained by such kind deeds, would
not be easily forgotten.

—Richard Vickerman Taylor, Yorkshire Anecdotes

ONE DAY Billy Bray bought a dress for his wife Joanna and
put it in a basket to carry home. While dancing happily and
praising Jesus on his way home, he did not see the dress fall
out of the basket. When he got home his wife told him that
the dress he bought her was no longer there. Billy joyfully
replied, “Glory to God I danced the dress out of the
basket!”
     The next day Billy Bray told his church what he had
done. The church took up an offering and gave him another
dress for his wife. But then two days later, someone found
Billy’s lost dress and gave it to him. He rejoiced and told
everyone, “Glory to God I got two dresses for one!”

—F. W. Bourne, The King’s Son

MORE ANECDOTES (Continued…)



THE DAY after Hugh Peters was condemned to die, he
preached to his friends and fellow prisoners in Newgate, on
the text: “Why are you cast down, O my soul, and why are
you in turmoil within me? Hope in God; for I shall again
praise him, my salvation” (Psalm 42:5 ESV). In the early
part of his imprisonment, he had suffered greatly from
depression, fearing that he would dishonor the faith in the
sufferings that he anticipated; but, for a short time before
he went to the place of execution, his mind became
perfectly composed, and he said with great cheerfulness, “I
thank God, now I can die. I can look death in the face and
not be afraid.” When the fatal hour arrived, he was carried
on a sledge from Newgate to Charing-cross—the place of
execution; and was made first to witness the execution of
Mr. Cook, the former Solicitor General, who also suffered
as a regicide. A person now came to him calling on him, in a
tone of great severity, to repent of the role he had played in
the death of the King; but he replied, “Friend, you do not do
well to trample on the feelings of a dying man. You are
greatly mistaken. I had nothing to do with the death of the
King.” When Mr Cook was cut down, and brought to be
quartered, the hangman was commanded to bring Mr.
Peters near, so that he might witness the horrid spectacle.
As the hangman approached him, rubbing his bloody hands
together, he said, “How do you want this, Mr. Peters?” To
which Mr. Peters replied, “I thank God, I am not terrified by
this—you may do your worst.” As he was about to die, he
gave a piece of gold to a friend, and asked him to take it to
his daughter, as a token of love from her dying father, and
to let her know that “his heart was as full of comfort as it
could be, and that before that piece should come into her
hands, he would be with God in glory.” He went off with a
smile on his face, and the language of triumph on his lips.
He suffered October 16, 1660, aged sixty-one; and his head
was set on a pole on London bridge.

—Papers of the American Society of Church History

THE EVENING before Daniel Burgess’ death, a friend who
came to see him, speaking of public affairs, said that it was
feared there would be a storm; he answered with
cheerfulness, “But God will house some of his children
first.”

—Matthew Henry, Life of the Rev. Mr. Daniel Burgess
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ONE OF Edward Taylor’s old friends whom he did not
recognize spoke to him on the street. Taylor asked, “Who
are you?” 
     “One of your old salts.”
     “No fear of your spoiling,” came the quick retort, “you’ll
keep all the better then.”

—Thomas Russell and Gilbert Haven, Father Taylor, the
Sailor Preacher

IT IS reported that Jacob Gruber once answered a heckler at
a camp meeting by asserting, “Sir, I refuse to argue with a
man who has holes in his stockings.” When the taken-back
heckler responded indignantly, “I don’t have any holes in
my stockings,” the pastor simply asked, “Then how did you
get them on your feet?”

—W. P. Strickland, The Life of Jacob Gruber

ON A certain occasion, when Rowland Hill was preaching
to a crowded audience in Zion Chapel (Commercial Road,
London), he chose as his text the well known passage in the
twelfth chapter of Romans: “I appeal to you therefore,
brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a
living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship” (Romans 12:1 ESV). In the course of his
sermon, he took the opportunity to refer to the ingratitude
so generally cherished by man towards his Maker; when he
went on to say that even the canine creation should make
men, yes, and even Christians, blush on this point. “Since,”
he added, “everyone of you knows that if you were only to
give a dog a bone, the poor animal would express his
gratitude for the gift, worthless as it is, by afterwards
putting his paws on your knees, shaking his tail, and looking
you good-naturedly in the face.”

—James Grant, The Metropolitan Pulpit

MORE ANECDOTES (Continued…)



DANIEL BURGESS often said he chose rather to be
profitable than fashionable in his preaching, and that he
thought it cost him more pains to study plainness, than it
did others to study finesse; and he would be willing to go
out of the common way to meet with sinners, to persuade
them to return to their God. “That is the best key” he said,
“that fits the lock, and opens the door, though it is not a
silver or golden one.” And many have acknowledged that
they came to hear him at first only to scoff at him, and make
a joke of what he said, but went away under such
convictions about the concerns of their souls, and another
world, as it was hoped, ended in a happy change of their
spirits.

—Matthew Henry, Life of the Rev. Mr. Daniel Burgess

AFTER WILLIAM Dawson’s powerfully inspired sermon,
he called out that excellent hymn, “O Love Divine, How
Sweet Thou Art!” by Charles Wesley. When the choir was
singing the third verse, 

“God only knows the love of God;” 

he stopped—addressing them in this manner: “Stop,
friends! If angels, the first born sons of light, cannot
understand the height, the breadth, the depth, the length of
the love of God, how can we expect to fathom it while here
below?” Then he repeated with profound eloquence,
thrilling his large audience:

“God only knows the love of God.”

Let us sing it again, friends; since we will have to sing it in
heaven:

“God only knows the love of God.”

—Joseph Beaumont Wakeley, The Heroes of Methodism
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WHEN EDWARD Taylor was about to embark for Europe,
he expressed concern for the spiritual welfare of his
listeners at the Seamen’s Bethel in Boston, Massachusetts.
“To be sure,” he said, “I am sorry to leave my own babies,
but He who takes care of every whale, and can give him a
ton of herrings for breakfast, will surely find food for my
babies.”

—Ralph Waldo Emerson in The Atlantic Monthly 
(August, 1906)

SOMEONE ONCE asked Billy Bray, “How long should we
pray at a time to stay healthy?” Billy pointed to a candelabra
that needed polishing and said, “If you give it a rub every
five minutes you’ll keep it bright; but if you don’t rub it a
long time, it’ll take a long rub to get it bright again.”

—F. W. Bourne, The King’s Son

JACOB GRUBER—a widower—was on his way to be
married to a widow named Mrs. Martin. A brother who had
talked a lot about the matter, and tried to prevent the
“match,” met Mr. Gruber; the brother knew on what
errand Gruber was going, and thought he would quiz him a
little. He asked, “Brother Gruber, where are you going?” He
replied, “I am going to attend to the eleventh
commandment, ‘Mind your own business.’” He then drove
on adding nothing more, and soon enough, Mrs. Martin
was Mrs. Gruber.

—Joseph Beaumont Wakeley, The Heroes of Methodism

MORE ANECDOTES (Continued…)



DID YOU
KNOW?…

“ECCENTRIC PREACHERS” IS AVAILABLE AT

AMAZON.COM ANEKOPRESS.COM
Paperback Price: $16.99
Kindle Price: $0.99!

Charles Spurgeon’s Eccentric Preachers
(paperback/ebook) will be particularly useful to
preachers, teachers, and soul-winners, who should keep
this book close at hand.

01/24

01/24 ISSUE 15



OTHER BOOKS BY
RON METHENY



Next Issue of 
DYK Quarterly 

Coming 9/3/24!


